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K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT FUNDING FOR ARTS EDUCATION  
--State, Federal, and In-Kind Funding-- 

 
 

 
 

Advanced Placement   
Teacher Training  

Assist teachers with developing the skills to provide 
instruction in arts-based AP classes, e.g. music theory, 
studio art, art history, etc.  

Dropout Prevention  Support for instruction in the arts to engage “at risk” 
students in the learning process 

  Categorical Funds  
School districts receive additional 
funding earmarked for specific purposes.

Education 
Technology/High Tech 
High Schools  

Provide and improve technology available for art and music, 
e.g. graphic arts and MIDI  

English Language 
Learner 
Implementation  

Support for arts programs that support English language 
acquisition  

Gifted and Talented  

California Department of 
Education   
Arts Work Grant Program  

Major State 
Programs 

High Risk Youth 
Education & Public 
Safety  

Support for instruction in the arts to engage “at risk” 
students in the learning process 

High Priority Schools 
Grant Program  

Support for instruction in the arts to engage “at risk” 
students in the learning process 

Instructional Materials 
Standards-Based  

Purchase state adopted text books in the visual arts and 
music  

Instructional Materials 
Fund  Purchase books, sheet music, CD’s, videos etc.  

General Purpose Funds 
Every public school district receives 
general purpose funding based on a 
combination of local property taxes and 
state taxes.  

Support instruction based on the Visual and Performing 
Arts Standards 

Intervention/ 
Underperforming 
Schools (II/USP)  

Support for instruction in the arts to engage “at risk” 
students in the learning process 

Professional 
Development Institute 
stipends  

Assist teachers with developing tools to integrate the arts 
into the curriculum  

Staff Development 
Days  

Assist teachers with developing tools to integrate the arts 
into the curriculum  

Grants to support development and implementation of arts 
education programs based on the Visual and Performing 
Arts Standards 

Support for instruction in the arts to engage “gifted and 
talented” students in the learning process 

Support instruction, materials, and professional 
development based on the Visual and Performing Arts 
Standards 

Funds Uses 
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  Categorical Funds- continued Major State Programs 

Funds Uses 

Equipment 

Release Time 
In-Kind Funding 

Supplies School provides necessary materials for a program (clay, 
paper, paint, software, etc) 

School provides time for teachers to plan with a visiting 
artist

School provides necessary equipment for a program (kiln, 
instruments, dance floor, computers, etc)

Counselors 
School counselors assist students with becoming proficient 
in one arts discipline to meet VAPA requirement for 
UC/CSU

School Improvement 
Program (SIP)

School Library 
Materials  Purchase visual and performing art books and materials

Special Education  Arts instruction for students, especially if attending class in 
the mainstream  

Targeted Instruction 
Improvement Block 
Grants (TIIP) (formerly 
Desegregation funds)  

Provide instruction for students that traditionally have not 
had access to an arts education 

Year Round Schools

School Development 
Plans & Resources  

Support development of a strategic plan for arts-based staff 
development  

Improve instruction in the arts (based on the inclusion of the 
arts in plans developed by School Site Councils)

Resources to provide arts instruction   

Major Federal 
Programs 

Title I – Extra Support for 
Students who Live in Poverty

Support standards-based arts instruction in schools where the 
majority of students are from low-income families

Title II – Improving Teacher 
and Administrator Quality 

Professional development in the arts based on State Content 
Standards 

Arts in Education Model 
Development & Dissemination 
Programs  

Support development of standards-based models to integrate 
the arts into the elementary and middle school curricula

Arts in Education Professional 
Development for Arts 
Educators 

Support model professional development programs for music, 
dance, drama, and visual arts educators that use innovative 
standards-based instructional methods, especially those linked 
to scientifically-based research 

Etc.  


