
 
 
  

Step 3: Compare the findings in the study to the “fact” 
that led you down this path of discovery 

Step 2: Read the literature review and research methods 
to discover the provenance and lineage of the data 

Did the 
researchers 
collect the 

data 
themselves? 

What 
documents 
are cited in 

the 
literature 
review? 

If the answers to all these questions fit the research question… 

How old is 
this study? What 

research 
methods did 

they use? 

How did 
they select 

their 
sample? 
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FOLLOW 
YOUR DATA’S 
FOOTSTEPS  

THE WORLD IS FULL OF “FACTS” 
HOW CAN YOU KNOW WHICH ONES TO TRUST? 

 
 

by Bronwyn Mauldin 

 
 

 
lacountyarts.org/learning/arts-datathon 

 
In art, while provenance can  
have a judicial or even forensic 
undertone similar to the concept 
of "chain of custody," lineage 
refers to the mix of ideas, 
references, and conventions 
behind an artwork. 
 
 

Every dataset also has both 
provenance and lineage.  

ΙΘΑΚΗ / ITHAKA 
Κ.Π. ΚΑΒΑΦΗ / C.P CAFAVY 

 

 

To judge a “fact” you 
need to know where it 
comes from 
 
 
 
 

PROVENANCE 
the history of an object 
from its creation to the 
current day  
 
LINEAGE 
the sequence of 
influences – including 
materials and aesthetic 
references  – on a 
particular object or 
practice  
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But how can 
you find them?  

 
1Text generated by ChatGPT, OpenAI, April 15, 2024, https://chat.openai.com/chat. 
2Americans for the Arts, “Arts + Political Activation,” n.d., https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/AFTA%20fact_Arts%2BPolitical%20Activation_ADA.pdf.. 
3Bonnie Nichols, Art-Goers in Their Communities: Patterns of Civic and Social Engagement (National Endowment for the Arts, 2009), https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/98.pdf. 

 

Did you know?   
The arts can 

increase voter 
turnout! 

What types of art?   
Looking at art or making 

art? Is this even true? 

Where did 
you hear 

that? 

ChatGPT! 

Step 1: Trace the “fact” back to its original source 

“Engaging with the 
arts can be a powerful 

tool for increasing 
voter engagement and 

participation.”1 

ai 
chat 
bot 

Percentage of U.S. Adults that Volunteered, Attended 
Community Meetings, or Voted in the Last Presidential Election, 
by Whether or Not They Participated in the Arts: 20083 

"American adults who 
attend art museums or live 
arts performances are 20 

percent more likely to vote 
than non-attendees."2 

I need to 
check this. 
But how? 


