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Land Acknowledgement 
The County of Los Angeles recognizes that we occupy land originally and still inhabited 
and cared for by the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples. We honor 
and pay respect to their elders and descendants past, present, and emerging as they 
continue their stewardship of these lands and waters. We acknowledge that settler 
colonization resulted in land seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken 
promises, genocide, and multigenerational trauma. This acknowledgment 
demonstrates our responsibility and commitment to truth, healing, and reconciliation 
and to elevating the stories, culture, and community of the original inhabitants of Los 
Angeles County. We are grateful to have the opportunity to live and work on these 
ancestral lands. We are dedicated to growing and sustaining relationships with Native 
peoples and local tribal governments, including (in no particular order) the

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation
San Fernando Band of Mission Indians
Coastal Band of Chumash Nation
Gabrielino/Tongva Nation
Gabrielino Tongva Tribe

To learn more about the First Peoples of Los Angeles County, please visit the
Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission website 
at lanaic.lacounty.gov.

https://lanaic.lacounty.gov/


Housekeeping

• Participants can ask questions in the Q&A 

section of the Zoom 

• The chat feature will be turned off 

• This info session will be recorded

• Afterwards, we will post the recording on 

our website

• Post-event questions? Email 

communications@arts.lacounty.gov
A Public Art in  Pr ivate Development (PAPD)-

suppor ted mura l workshop in South LA, SoLA

Impact, developer. 



Kristin Sakoda 
Director, 
Los Angeles County 
Department of Arts and Culture  



Agenda
3:00 PM Welcome/Land Acknowledgement/Housekeeping/Agenda/Opening Remarks

Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture

3:10 PM  2026 FIFA World Cup Overview 
Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment Commission
Los Angeles Tourism and Convention Board  

3:40 PM  Metro Presentation 

3:50 PM Programming Updates
LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes
City of Los Angeles
City of Long Beach
West Hollywood

4:15 PM Q&A

4:25 PM Close



Ellen Riotto
Director, Fan & Stakeholder Engagement
Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission

Jason Krutzsch
Senior VP, Marketing & Communications
Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission

Bill Karz 
Senior VP, Brand and Digital Marketing
Los Angeles Tourism & Convention Board 



LOS ANGELES WORLD CUP 
ARTS & CULTURE WEBINAR

More than a Game: How Major Events Transform Communities
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FIFA WORLD CUP 26TM VENUES











INITIATIVES

LOCAL IMPACT SUPPLIER PROGRAM



START YOUR
WORLD CUP 
EXPERIENCE

IN LA



Start Your World 
Cup Experience in 
LACreative integrations for digital 
and static placements includes 
FIFA IP and messaging.



Advertising

Unique media placements 
secured in the U.S. and 
overseas.



Multilingual Content

Advertising and messaging in 
multiple languages for paid, 
owned, earned and trade 
channels.







COMMUNITY ACTIVATION TOOL KIT









World Cup 26 
LA Landing Page
• Content highlighting LA as the 

premiere soccer city in the 
U.S., hotels, arts & culture 
events, watch parties, the 
guide to LAX and more

• Multilingual landing pages

• Dedicated Events Calendar 
with LASEC for FIFA events (in 
development)



Submit your event(s) and they will be featured in 
our 39-Day Fan Experience Guide.

FAN EXPERIENCE GUIDE





Q & A  
Moderated by Anji Gaspar-Milanovic
Director of Grants and Professional Development
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture



Zipporah Yamamoto  
Deputy Executive Officer, Arts + Community Enrichment
LA Metro 



World Cup Update



Who's Playing in LA

USA vs. Paraguay

Friday, June 12 
(6PM)

Iran vs. New Zealand

Monday, June 15 
(6PM)

Switzerland vs. UEFA 
winner

Thursday, June 18 
(12PM)

Belgium vs. Iran

Sunday, June 21 
(12PM)

USA vs. UEFA winner

Thursday, June 25 
(7PM)

Round of 32

Sunday, June 28 
(12PM)

Round of 32

Thursday, July 2 
(12PM)

Quarterfinal

Friday, July 10 
(12PM)



LA Metro 2026 FIFA World Cup Games Enhanced Transit Service

WCGETS Providers:
Transit Connections -
• 120 LA Metro buses
• 100 SoCal Operator buses
Parking Connections -
• 130 Charter buses

This is a team event…

34



Proposed Transit Service to Cultural Hubs

35

With a robust bus and rail system that connects to 
destinations across Los Angeles, Metro will communicate 
how it enhances people’s World Cup experience here in LA –
Angelenos and Visitors alike – and connects them to the 
action.

Our promotional campaign will inform people how they can 
take Metro to: 
• FIFA World Cup Games
• Official World Cup Fan Zones
• Select Transit-First Fan Zones 
• Cultural hubs, neighborhoods and destinations across 

Los Angeles

Across Metro's owned channels - and working with partners 
like LA Times, Eater LA, LAist that are trusted sources for 
recommendations – we'll showcase Metro as an arts & 
cultural connector that helps people explore the richness 
and diversity of LA County.



CX Timeline

• As part of Metro's official partnership with the Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment Commission and 
LA Tourism, Metro is collaborating on promotional efforts tied to official World Cup milestones leading 
up to and through the tournament.  

• Metro’s World Cup landing page (metro.net/worldcup) launched Dec. 6 (the day of the Draw)  

• We will be announcing our park and ride lots and shuttle routes in coordination with LASEC’s larger 
WC updates on Jan. 28. 

• More robust marketing and communications outreach will start at the 100 Days to Go mark. 



Metro World Cup Landing Page 



Proposed Union Station Fan Zone



Station Activations

Official Transit First Fan Zones(pending contract approval)
• Union Station

Immersive Station Take-Overs (TBC,
LASEC/FIFA pending approval)

• LAX/MTC
• Willowbrook/Rosa Parks
• Expo/Crenshaw
• El Monte
• Harbor Gateway
• 7th and Metro

Community Pop-Ups (Day Long Events) -- SUBJECT TO CHANGE:

• Downtown Inglewood 
• Downtown Santa Monica
• Downtown Long Beach 
• Willowbrook / Rosa Parks

• Memorial Park

• Westlake / MacArthur Park Station

• Leimert Park Station

• Hollywood / Highland Station

• Avalon Station

• Harbor Gateway Station

• Pomona N Station

• Norwalk C Line Station

• Wilshire /La Cienega

• Wilshire / Vermont Station

• Atlantic Station



Metro Art



Arts + Cultural Asset Mapping

Metro Art Research Partner: Otis College of Art 
and Design

• Map of arts + cultural destinations countywide 
with transit info

• Builds on existing asset mapping in pockets of 
LA County

• Cross-promotion opportunity:
• Feature arts organizations on the map

• Arts organizations promote taking transit as part 
of the arts experience (and seeing art along the 
way)



Arts Event + Opportunities



Q & A  
Moderated by Anji Gaspar-Milanovic
Director of Grants and Professional Development
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture



Leticia Rhi Buckley  
CEO
LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes



Daniel Tarica   
General Manager 
Department of Cultural Affairs, City of Los Angeles 



Tyler Bonanno-Curley 
Deputy City Manager  
City of Long Beach  



Rebecca Ehemann  
Arts Manager  
City of West Hollywood  



City of West Hollywood
2026 FIFA World Cup – Fan Zone – West Hollywood Park

The City of West Hollywood will present a global-meets-local, destination experience,
during the 2026 World Cup Games in late June. We are moving beyond the typical "watch
party" to create a space where fans don’t just watch the game—they live it through sport,
design, music, and wellness.

• Large screen viewing area

• Themed halftime moments

• Wellness + Sports classes

• Youth & Family Zone

• Evening Social Lounge

• Partnerships with local businesses

• Merch tent

• Arts Programming – Discofoot©

CONTACT

Rebecca Ehemann

Arts Manager

rehemann@weho.org



City of West Hollywood
2026 FIFA World Cup – Fan Zone – West Hollywood Park

DISCOFOOT© challenges traditional norms of sport and performance, emphasizing
inclusivity, improvisation, and artistic merit. The performance features two teams competing
in a choreographed football match, judged on goals, dance and creativity.

JUNE 2026 - 4 performances - 2 International Choreographers - 20-24 local Dancers - 1 
local DJ

CONTACT

Rebecca Ehemann
Arts Manager
rehemann@weho.org



City of West Hollywood
2026 FIFA World Cup – Fan Zone – West Hollywood Park

DISCOFOOT© challenges traditional norms of sport and performance, emphasizing
inclusivity, improvisation, and artistic merit. The performance features two teams competing
in a choreographed football match, judged on goals, dance and creativity.

JUNE 2026 - 4 performances - 2 International Choreographers - 20-24 local Dancers - 1 
local DJ

CONTACT

Rebecca Ehemann
Arts Manager
rehemann@weho.org



Q & A  
Moderated by Anji Gaspar-Milanovic
Director of Grants and Professional Development
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture



Thank you! 

• In early 2026, we will share a 

recording of this info session

• Post-event questions? Email 

communications@arts.lacounty.gov

Álvaro Daniel Márquez, Memories of La Puente, 2025, Basset Park
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