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total local, state, and federal government appropriations                                            
for the arts combined, 2023

per person



total local, state, and federal government appropriations                                            
for the arts combined

per person

$6.88 $4.17
2023 average 2010-2025
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US: per capita government appropriations for the arts

Federal State Local

average = $4.17

median = $3.73



Source

Public Funding for the Arts 2025 
by Mohja Rhoads and Nakyung Rhee

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA)

published by Grantmakers in the Arts in 2026



Data definitions

Local Arts Agencies (LAAs) funds allocated by local, state, and 
federal resources (2024 and 2025 are estimates)

State Arts Agencies (SAAs) funds allocated by respective states 
and jurisdictions and the federal government

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) funds allocated by 
Congress 



make better decisions
 
take action and learn
 
  

combine, compare, 
contextualize
   
gather data



knowledge is 
intersubjective

philosopher Edmund Husserl



Claudius Ptolemy
The Almagest
translated by G.J. Toomer, 1984



truth
 
humanity
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TELLING A LIE WITH TRUE DATA AND INFO-AESTHETICS
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"As long as it remains what it is, the 
practice of living within the truth 
cannot fail to be a threat to the 
system. It is quite impossible to 
imagine it continuing to co-exist 
with the practice of living within a 
lie without dramatic tension." 

Václav Havel                       
The Power of the Powerless
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