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• Importance of preserving federal data

• Introduction to ICPSR and DataLumos

• Data rescue activity

Session Overview



Federal Data
• Information created, collected, and maintained by the 

federal government. Includes data files, reports, summary 
statistics, and more.



• Historical record

• Informed decision-making, research, and innovation

• Economic planning, disaster response, public safety

• Public trust

Value of Federal Data



How have you used federal 
data?



Value to Arts and Culture
• Museums & galleries: 

• Audience mapping, school/community partnerships, 
conservation risk planning  

• Performing arts: 
• Touring market selection, pricing & access, 

transit-informed scheduling  
• Libraries & archives: 

• Community needs, digitization & service grants  



Value to Arts and Culture, cont.
• Festivals & public art: 

• Site selection, permitting/transport, weather & hazard 
readiness  

• Arts education: 
• Identify underserved schools, tailor programs, measure 

outcomes  
• Creative placemaking/cultural districts: 

• Document need & change, support equitable 
investment  

• Artists & researchers: 
• Source material, data-driven storytelling



LA County Open Data Portal



Open Access 
• Federal government is not mandated to preserve all of 

their data

• Open data initiatives promote transparency



Inter-university Consortium for 
Political and Social Research (ICPSR)
• Data archive of more than 350,000 files of research in the 

social and behavioral sciences

• Specialized data collections in education, aging, criminal 
justice, substance use, and more

• Leader in data stewardship

• Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social 
Research



• Launched in 2017 in response to concerns about 
potential government data loss

• Crowdsourced, self-publishing repository to preserve and 
disseminate at-risk government data

• 101 deposits made in first four years

• Minimal activity 2019-2024

DataLumos Launch



• January 2025 Executive Orders on sex and gender, DEI, 
and foreign assistance

• Estimated that more than 8,000 .gov web pages were 
removed

2025 Administration Change



• Wrote APIs to scrape content from federal agency 
websites

• Downloaded data that seemed at risk of being removed

• Hunted down data that had already disappeared

• Connected with other organizations trying to do similar 
things

• Revived DataLumos!

Jumping into Action



DataLumos Website



DataLumos Projects (through 4/26/2026)



Data Rescue Hackathons

• Events where attendees work 
together to tackle a data rescue 
task

• Downloading datasets

• Creating or reviewing metadata

• Adding rescued files to a 
repository like DataLumos



Targeted Data Rescue Initiatives

• NIOSH data

• USAID education data 

• HIFLD Open database

• Department of Education DataLab tables

• Tracking changes in SOGI availability



How to Stay Involved
• Participate in today’s activity, attend future events, or host 

one of your own!

• Preserve data in DataLumos 

• Help us enhance the metadata for DataLumos projects

• Sign up to volunteer with the Data Rescue Project

• Add to the collection of real world examples of federal data 
benefits: essentialdata.us 

https://myumi.ch/rAXX4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpjQz_DtGLG81xWIfoqParFSzR--EXRXZjl8it9V3kGI7_oQ/viewform
https://essentialdata.us/
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Questions?
icpsr-data-rescue@umich.edu

mailto:icpsr-data-rescue@umich.edu


Data Rescue Activity



1. Current Population Survey: Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement

• Economic status of the US population. Occupation and 
industry variables can flag arts and culture workers

2. American Time Use Survey

• How people spend time, including arts/entertainment, 
socializing, volunteering, and media

3. Consumer Expenditure Survey

• Household spending, including entertainment, admissions, 
AV equipment, reading materials

Today’s Data



Activity Instructions
myumi.ch/qw8ZZ 

https://myumi.ch/qw8ZZ


1-2 Volunteers to Report Out
● What did you learn in your breakout session that can help 

you build and maintain knowledge?
● What is one practice or tool you learned about that you'd 

like to put to use?
● What is one question about building and maintaining 

knowledge in the arts that you're leaving with today?



Screenshots



Start a new DataLumos project



Download data folder



Upload data



Publish!


