


Intelligence of Hands

Hands weigh, compare, adjust, play, and test.
Every movement of the hand is a form of investigation.
Before words, there are hands.
Play begins in the hands.
Hands often understand before words appear.
Touching materials is touching ideas.

@littlepeople
based on the work of Maria Montessori 
and Loris Malaguzzi







Today’s objective:

Partake in hands-on, tactile methods of artmaking and artful 
thinking that can help interpret our daily life, engender 
memory, and ultimately provide a means for knowledge 
building that does not rely on technology as we currently 
experience it.





















whip stitch

blanket stitch



The olive tree outside my window



Spending Time, Slow Activities, Creative Process



Intergenerational Community Sewing Circles

LACMA’s Fiber Makers Circle



DIY Art Residency with my Grandparents

In order to collect new information, I must try new things, 
create new scenarios and adventures, put myself in new 
situations, and dream up new plans for connecting with others.



Exploring the concept of the 
Intelligence of Touch by 
responding to the question, 

“What knowledge or memory 
lies within your stitches?”

Each artist creating a panel, 
ultimately prompting 
conversation, sharing of 
stories, and seeing in new 
ways.

Fiberistas 
Collective 



Weaving a Life
The collective began after we worked together to create a 
textile themed ofrenda honoring the lives of those who worked 
with textiles during their lives. Because the ofrenda existed in a 
community space, we thought it would make sense to offer an 
area for visitors to write and pin the names of their own loved 
ones to contribute. We were moved by the experience and as a 
result, realized our strength in working as a collective.



Fiberistas 
Collective 

We can interact with 
viewers through our 
artworks by asking 
questions that engage 
them. We can hope 
this has a positive 
ripple effect.

For the Bus Bench BroadCast public art 
project, we invited folks to reflect on their 
experiences involving sewing and mending. 



Building Knowledge through Art Ed
“I’m a better thinker because I 
teach. I realize that my ideas 
are stronger when they are in 
service of other knowledges 
in other people.“ 
-Ocean Vuong



My neighbor’s papaya tree







































Q. What did you learn during this breakout session that 
can help you build and maintain knowledge?

Q. What is one practice or tool you learned today that 
you’d like to put to use in the future?

Q. What is one question about building and maintaining 
knowledge in the arts that you’re leaving with today?


