
AGENDA & NOTICE
LOS ANGELES CITY/COUNTY
NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2025, 6:30 PM 

Meeting Location:  County of Los Angeles Hall of Administration
         Sybil Brand Room 372
         500 W. Temple Street
         Los Angeles, CA 90012

To Provide Public Comment: You may submit written public 
comment via email to contact@lanaic.lacounty.gov. Please note 
“LANAIC Public Comment” in subject line. Please submit your 
public comment or documentation as soon as possible but no later 
than 5 p.m. the night before the scheduled meeting. Public 
comment received after this time will be added to the next regular 
Commission meeting.

ALEXANDRA VALDES
Executive Director
Tlingit/Athabascan

SHAWN IMITATES DOG, Chairperson
Lakota

MARK VILLASEÑOR, Vice Chairperson
Fernandeño Tataviam

BRYCE LEWIS-SMITH, Secretary 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation

DENISE ESCOTO, Treasurer
Northern Cheyenne 

CAROLINE BHALLA, Commissioner
Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin

CHRISSIE CASTRO, Commissioner
Navajo

ANDREA N. GARCIA, M.D., Commissioner
Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara

VIVIAN GARCIA, Commissioner 
Cherokee
                                                       
DAWN JACKSON, Commissioner
Saginaw Chippewa

MONA MORALES RECALDE, Commissioner
Gabrieleno Tongva

JOHN ONLY A CHIEF, Commissioner
Pawnee Nation

RUDY ORTEGA JR., Commissioner 
Fernandeño Tataviam

TED TENORIO, Commissioner                        
Tiguan Nation

RICH TOYON, Commissioner
Acjachemen        

RENE’ WILLIAMS, Commissioner
Colville Tribes

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. INVOCATION & LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

3. ROLL CALL

4. COMMISSIONER INTRODUCTIONS

5. PUBLIC COMMENT

6. ACTION ITEMS 
6.1. Adopt Absentee Excuses

6.2. Adopt the March 18, 2025 Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission 
(LANAIC) Unapproved Meeting Minutes

6.3 Adopt a 2025 Native American Heritage Month Theme
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6.4 Establish an Ad Hoc Subcommittee Consisting of all City-appointed Commission 
Members to Propose, for Full Commission Approval, a Land Acknowledgment Statement 
Consistent with the Values and Considerations Identified Through LA Civil Rights’ and 
the Civic Memory Working Group’s Research, using the County Language as a Starting 
Point, as Recommended by LA City Council 

 
 LA City Council File No. 22-1142

6.5 Adopt Letters to the LA County Board of Supervisors and LA City Mayor  
Recommending Policy Solutions to Address American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) 
Community Concerns Shared At the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening 
Session 

 
6.6 Appoint Chair Shawn Imitates Dog to Serve on the LA City Parks Needs Assessment 

Steering Committee 
 
7. DISCUSSION ITEMS   
 
7.1 Discuss Drafting a Statement Including the Following, as shared by the AIAN community 

at the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening Session: a Cohesive 
Community Message in Response to the New Federal Administration and What the 
AIAN Community is Doing  

 
7.2 Discuss Moving the Content of LANAIC.lacounty.gov to a Page of the Department of  

Arts and Culture’s Website 
 
7.3 Discuss AIAN Homelessness in LA County   
 
7.4 Discuss Impacts of Federal Administration on LA County’s AIAN Community   
 
8. CHAIR’S REPORT  
8.1 General Updates  
 
9.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
9.1 General Updates  
 
10. COMMITTEE & AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 
10.1 Executive Committee 

10.2 Self Governance Board  

10.3 2025 Native American Heritage Month Ad Hoc Committee 

10.4 LANAIC 50th Anniversary Archive Ad Hoc Committee 

10.5 LANAIC Bylaws Ad Hoc Committee  

11. COMMISSIONER GENERAL COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

12. ANNOUNCMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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13. COMMISSION ADJOURNMENT

 Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
 Location: Hall of Administration, Room 372, 500 W. Temple Street, LA, CA 90012 

Meetings are held in English. If interpretation in other languages or accommodations for persons 
with disabilities are needed, please contact the Commission at 213-738-3241 at least 3 business 
days before the meeting. The meetings of the Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian 
Commission are accessible to persons with disabilities.  

Contact: www.lanaic.lacounty.gov, contact@lanaic.lacounty.gov, or (213) 738-3241 

Approved:

 

Chairperson Shawn Imitates Dog   
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The March 18, 2025 Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission (LANAIC)
meeting was at the County of Los Angeles Hall of Administration, Sybil Brand Room 372, 500 W. 
Temple Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012. 

Call to Order & Land Acknowledgement

Vice Chairperson Mark Villasenor called the meeting to order at 6:33 P.M. and read the Los 
Angeles County Land Acknowledgment. 

Invocation

Commissioner John Only A Chief provided an invocation.  

Roll Call

Present: Vice Chairperson Mark Villasenor
Treasurer Denise Escoto 
Secretary Bryce Lewis-Smith
Caroline Bhalla 
Chrissie Castro  
Dr. Andrea Garcia
Vivian Garcia
Dawn Jackson
Mona Morales Recalde 
John Only A Chief
Rudy Ortega Jr. 
Rich Toyon (Remote)
Rene’ Williams 

Absent: Chairperson Shawn Imitates Dog (Excused) 
Ted Tenorio (Excused) 

Staff:  Alexandra Valdes, LANAIC Executive Director
  Heather Rigby, Department of Arts and Culture Chief Deputy (Remote)
  Megan Moret, Department of Arts and Culture Board Liaison  
   
Quorum was met.

Commissioner Introductions

Commissioners provided brief introductions, including their names, appointing office, and tribal 
affiliation.  
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Public Comment 

No public comment was provided.

Presentations

6.1 Overview of Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority American Indian & Alaska 
Native E-Curriculum 

Jackson Thompson, Instructional Designer with Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, 
provided a presentation on the recently developed LAHSA American Indian & Alaska Native E-
Curriculum

E-Curriculum Registration Link

6.2 Overview of LA City Parks Needs Assessment (PNA)

Darryl Ford (Superintendent of Planning, LA City Department of Recreation and Parks), Sarah 
Swanseen (Senior Landscape Architect, OLIN), and Thomson Dryjanski (Senior Associate, 
Estolano Advisors) presented on the LA City Parks Needs Assessment.

Commissioner Rene’ Williams recommended that the LANAIC appoint a commissioner to serve 
on the LA City Parks Needs Assessment (PNA) Steering Committee.

Discussion Items

7.1 Discussion of the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening Session

Commissioner Caroline Bhalla shared a recap of the February 15, 2025 Community Listening
Session. She shared that the event was a success and was well received by participants. She 
discussed takeaways from the table she facilitated, including strategies she used to support the
emotional dialogues. 

7.2. Discussion of AIAN Homelessness in LA County

Commissioner Andrea Garcia briefly shared about the upcoming Natives in L.A. Summit: 
Envisioning Home Across Generations and encouraged commissioners to attend and share the 
event with their networks. She shared that this is a culminating part of her Stanton Fellowship. 

7.3. Discussion of Impacts of Federal Administration on LA County’s AIAN Community

Vice Chairperson Villasenor facilitated the LANAIC in a brief discussion about how the current 
federal administration’s policies are impacting Native people. Commissioner Bhalla shared about 
a decision made that day to remove information regarding the Navajo Code Talkers from federal 
websites. It was shared that that decision had already been reversed since being announced. 
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Commissioner Ortega Jr. discussed how his tribe is approaching responding to the actions of the
Trump administration and that they are taking time to observe, since many actions are being 
reversed. Commissioner Castro shared that although the AIAN community may fly under the 
radar, it will take a multicultural coalition to fight back, and it is important that the AIAN community 
is a part of that.

Action Items

8.1 Adopt absentee excuses 

A motion was made by Secretary Bryce Lewis-Smith and seconded by Commissioner Chrissie 
Castro to adopt Chair Shawn Imitates-Dog and Commissioner Tenorio’s absentee excuses for 
the March 18, 2025 meeting. The motion passed.

YES Villasenor, Lewis-Smith, Escoto, Bhalla,
Castro, A. Garcia, V. Garcia, Jackson, 
Morales Recalde, Only A Chief, Ortega Jr., 
Toyon, Williams

NO
ABSTAIN
ABSENT Imitates Dog, Tenorio

8.2 Approve the February 15, 2025 Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian 
Commission (LANAIC) Unapproved Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Commissioner Caroline Bhalla and seconded by Treasurer Lewis-Smith
to approve the unapproved February 15, 2024 LANAIC Meeting Minutes as presented.

The motion passed.

YES Villasenor, Lewis-Smith, Escoto, Bhalla,
Jackson, Only A Chief, Ortega Jr. 

NO
ABSTAIN Williams, Toyon, Castro, Morales Recalde, 

A. Garcia, V. Garcia
ABSENT Imitates Dog, Tenorio
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8.3 Adopt Draft Memos to the LA County Board of Supervisors and LA City Mayor 
Summarizing the feedback from the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening 
Session

A motion was made by Commissioner Bhalla and seconded by Commissioner Rene’ Williams, to 
adopt the draft memos to the LA County Board of Supervisors and LA City Mayor summarizing 
the feedback from the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening Session with the following
changes: move all content following the three listening session questions into an attachment and 
add a concluding paragraph to the letter stating that the LANAIC will be submitting a follow-up
letter in April 2025 with policy recommendations. 

The motion passed.

Commissioner Chrissie Castro volunteered to write the draft policy recommendation letters to the 
BOS and Mayor Bass for the LANAIC to consider adopting on April 15, 2025. 

YES Villasenor, Lewis-Smith, Escoto, Bhalla,
Jackson, Only A Chief, Ortega Jr., Williams, 
Toyon, Castro, Morales Recalde, 
A. Garcia, V. Garcia

NO
ABSTAIN
ABSENT Imitates Dog, Tenorio

8.4 Approve of Chair Shawn Imitates Dog or a designee providing the County of Los 
Angeles Land Acknowledgment at the L.A. Native Summit: Envisioning Home Across 
Generations (April 18, 2025) and participating on a summit panel to share the findings from 
the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening Session 

A motion was made by Commissioner Castro and seconded by Commissioner Bhalla to approve
of Treasurer Bryce Lewis-Smith providing the County of Los Angeles Land Acknowledgment at 
the L.A. Native Summit: Envisioning Home Across Generations (April 18, 2025) and participating 
on a summit panel to share the findings from the February 15, 2025 LANAIC Community Listening 
Session.

The motion passed.
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YES Villasenor, Lewis-Smith, Escoto, Bhalla,
Jackson, Only A Chief, Ortega Jr., Williams, 
Toyon, Castro, Morales Recalde, 
A. Garcia, V. Garcia

NO
ABSTAIN

ABSENT Imitates Dog, Tenorio

Chair’s Report

9.1 General Updates  

Vice Chairperson Villasenor tabled this item until the April 15, 2025 LANAIC meeting.

Executive Director’s Report

10.1 General Updates . 

Alexandra Valdes shared that Julien Tan had been hired to fill the vacant Administrative
Services I position. Ms. Tan began on March 17 and transferred from the LA County DA’s 
Office. She will be at the April 15, 2025 LANAIC meeting.

Committee & Ad Hoc Committee Reports

11.1 Executive Committee
Vice Chairperson Villasenor tabled this item until the April 15, 2025 LANAIC meeting.

11.2 Self Governance Board

Self Governance Board Chair Dawn Jackson shared that the SGB’s focus has been the 2026-
2027 CSBG Community Needs Assessment and Community Action Plan and encouraged the 
commissioners to participate in the Saturday, May 17, 2025, CSBG Public Hearing at LA City 
College from 10 am to 12 pm. Alexandra shared that she continues to monitor the impacts of 
the federal administration on CSBG. 

11.3 2025 Native American Heritage Month Ad-hoc Committee

2025 NAHM Ad-Hoc Committee Chair Lewis-Smith shared that both Councilmembers 
Rodriguez (CD7) and Hernandez (CD10) both had to decline hosting this year’s City Hall 
celebration and that the Ad-Hoc is currently looking for a sponsor and funding. He also shared
that Alexandra will be emailing later this week to solicit 2025 NAHM Theme nominations and 
that the LANAIC will select a theme at the April 15, 2025 meeting. Finally, he shared that the
Ad-Hoc has discussed honoring the various tribal firefighter crews that fought the LA Fires in 
January.
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11.4 LANAIC 50TH Anniversary Archive Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Morales Recalde shared that the committee has not met and has nothing to 
report currently. 

11.5 LANAIC Bylaws Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Castro shared that she and Commissioner Morales Recalde met, but that other 
members were unable to attend. She also shared that they received a marked-up version of the 
bylaws from Heather Rigby. She shared the bylaws contained comments and questions from 
Counsel and Heather. She shared the Bylaws Ad Hoc Committee was only expecting comments
from Counsel. Heather clarified that comments provided were inclusive of both Counsel and 
from her as a representative of the Department.   

Heather agreed to send an updated redlined version to the Bylaws Ad Hoc Committee that 
delineated her comments from Counsel’s comments and comments for which there was 
concurrence, as well meeting with the Ad Hoc and Counsel once the Ad Hoc had time to review
the updated version in order to provide any more context that would be helpful. 

Commissioner General Comments on Non-Agenda Items

Treasurer Lewis-Smith shared that through his work in the Governor’s Office that they are 
seeking AIAN perspectives on climate change, and he will send that request to Alexandra to 
send out to commissioners.

Commissioner Ortega Jr. shared that he found was several historical documents from when the 
commission was established and will send them to Alexandra. 

Announcements/Future Agenda Items 

A request was made to put an item on a future agenda regarding the LANAIC website and 
possibly having a redirection from the Department of Arts and Culture page to the LANAIC 
website. A request was made as to have someone from the Departmental Communications
Team come to discuss options.

Commission Adjournment

Vice Chairperson Villasenor shared that the next LANAIC meeting will be Tuesday, April 15, 
2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the Hall of Administration, Room 372, 500 W. Temple Street, LA, CA 
90012. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm. 



To: LANAIC Commissioners 

From: Alexandra Valdes, LANAIC Executive Director 

Date:  April 8, 2025

Subject: 2025 Native American Heritage Month Theme Nominations

 

On March 18, 2025 at the regular meeting of the Los Angeles City/County Native 
American Indian Commission (LANAIC) Commissioner Bryce Lewis-Smith shared about 
the body’s process to select a Native American Heritage Month (NAHM) theme. On 
March 19, 2025 I requested via email NAHM theme nominations from LANAIC 
commissioners.  

The LANAIC is being asked to select, via vote, one theme to recommend to both LA 
City and LA County to use as the 2025 NAHM Theme (April 15, 2025 LANAIC Meeting 
– Item 6.3). In the past the theme has been used in various ways including on the LA 
City NAHM Booklet and reception program book, as inspiration for LA City Hall Bridge 
Gallery artists and included in the LA City NAHM Resolution and LA County Board 
Motion. 

Below is the list of themes that were submitted by the April 7, 2025 deadlines. 

1. A Circle of CommUNITY  
2. Expanding the Circle of Our Community 
3. United in Strength & Care for Our Community 
4. Honoring our Warriors: Past, Present, and Future 
5. Guardians of Mother Earth: Today and Tomorrow 
6. Honoring our Protectors: The Spirit of Courage and Braver 
7. Firekeepers: Honoring Tribal Firefighters, Indigenous Stewardship, and 

Future Ancestors – Recognizing the bravery of Tribal Firefighters, the wisdom of 
Indigenous fire practices, and the Tribal Youth in protecting and restoring the 
Land. 

8. Sacred Fire: Honoring Indigenous Fire Practices Following the 2025 Los 
Angeles Fires – Centering California Tribes' efforts to restore cultural burns and 
revitalize the balance between fire and ecosystem health. 

 

Attachment: Previous NAHM Themes  

 








