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Elana Mann

FM 1-4 (productionstill), 2013
Digital HD video, 2 minutes
Photo: Jean-Paul Leonard
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Colored pencil on paper
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The Unemployed (detail), 2012
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THE NEXT
= STARTS NOW

SECONDS |

At the heart of the pursuit of the civic artist are creative sparks in service to community. The

next iteration of listening, formulating, creating for and interacting with the public realm
are core elements of artistic practice. Whether in service to examining the built environment,
bolstering the social fabric of a community, or illuminating a new way of thinking, civic artists
come from an unapologetic impulse to fuel the common good.

Intendedaudience playsakeyroleinthework of theartistsinthis catalog. Theseartistsendeavor
to serve as catalysts, rather than object makers, with their art form found as much in the steps

along the way as it is in the end product. As social, cultural, environmental, economic or other

conditions change, so does the stance of the civic artist. They are our translators, connecting

the physical public realm with the internal framework of place and community. Though, they are

not without their own voice. Civic artists push and pull with their fellow viewers, participants,

stakeholders and skeptics. Each is a force at play, sometimes colliding and often merging. It

is here — where values and ideologies converge — that the best ideas and artworks are born.

Civilization depends on the imaginations of creative people to see what cannot be seen,

to expand the possible and connect humanity to another version of itself. The great civic

artists of tomorrow tend to hang out in the interstitial alleyways of a community — their work

propelled by the vibration of life. They are always cultivating the next idea found anywhere,

from any material and at any moment. The next always starts now for the civic artist.

Margaret Bruning, DIRECTOR OF CIVIC ART
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The List is an important resource for the Los Angeles County Arts Commission Civic Art
Program. Artists included are prequalified for upcoming Los Angeles County civic art
opportunities from 2014 through 2016. Additionally, public art programs across the United
States will reference The List for curatorial research.

The List is comprised of Los Angeles County based professional emerging and established
artists and artist teams working in all mediums including permanent and temporary art and
public engagement. During the application process, each artist was asked to self identify
their level of experience and their preferred mediums using the following categories.

e Emerging artists: limited experience in the public art field and limited exposure
working with civic government and processes.

e Established artists: demonstrated experience workingin permanent publicartwork
with budgets over $100,000 with a proven track record in project management,
collaboration with project teams and delivering projects on time and on budget.

Mediums included sculpture, tile, works on paper, painting, glass, suspended/kinetic, planning/
programming/design team collaboration, green art/sustainable, light/sound, digital media,
functional, fiber arts, temporary/performance, public engagement/social practice and other.

The qualifiers of emerging artist and established artist, as well as preferred mediums, were

identifiers for the jury as they organized and reviewed the applications. Therefore, the catalog
is organized not by these categories, but alphabetically. The jury selected artists on The List
using the following criteria:

e A compelling portfolio that demonstrates artistic merit and strong professional
qualifications;

e Anability to understand and translate complex challenges into unique and inspiring
works of art;

e Aproven track record demonstrated through education, experience and/or critical
or professional recognition; and

e Provenability and capacity to work collaboratively with civic entities and stakeholders,
oversight committees, architects and engineers, contractors, community constituents
and manage budgets and deadlines.

Learn more about the selection process at lacountyarts.org/TheList.




JURORS

Mary Beebe

San Diego based Mary L. Beebe has
been the Director of the Stuart Col-
lection, an internationally recognized
program that commissions outdoor
sculpture for the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego, since its inception in
1981. Inthe 1970s, Beebe was Director
of the Portland Center for the Visual
Arts where she oversaw an important
program of exhibitions, installations,
performance art, music, dance and
other major forms of artistic expres-
sion. She has lectured widely and
served on many panels for the National
Endowment for the Arts and as
juror oradvisor for public art projects
acrossthe United Statesandin Europe.
Beebe was awarded the American for
the Arts, Public Art Network Award in
2011 in recognition and honor of her
innovative contributions, exemplary
commitmentand leadershipinthefield
of publicart.

www.stuartcollection.ucsd.edu

Andrea Bowers

Los Angeles based multimedia artist
Andrea Bowers’ work explores the
intersection between art and archival
processes, and between aesthetics
and political protest. Her main focus
is the necessity of nonviolent protest
and civil disobedience in the lives of
women. Bowers’ recent work investi-
gates climate justice, women’s health-
care rights, immigration and workers’
rights through afeministlens. Her work
has been exhibited across the United
States and around the world including
the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Los Angeles, UCLA Armand Hammer
Museum, the Walker Art Center, the
Whitney Museum of American Art,
the Museum of Modern Art, Cinema
of Museum Ludwig in Cologne and
Frankfurter Kunstverein in Frankfurt,
Germany. Bowers currently teaches in
the graduate Public Practice program
at Otis College of Art and Design.

https://www.vielmetter.com/artists/
andrea-bowers/selected-works.html
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Tanya Aguiniga

www.aguinigadesign.com

Tanya Aguiniga explores the inter-
connectedness of societies, the beauty
of struggle and the celebration of
culture. She uses design to translate
emotions into three-dimensional
objects that tell stories through
colorandtouch. Her work has been
exhibited from Mexico City to Milan
and has been in major publications
such as Wallpaper Magazine and
Pure Design, Objects of Desire.



Jose Antonio Aguirre is well known

for Byzantine and Venetian glass

mosaic murals withimagery influenced “ ) 3
ASie e L

by his surroundings and cultural expe- LA

riences as an artist who exists in two
cultures bound by binational implica-
tions. The iconography in Aguirre’s
murals draws from his pre-Columbian
roots, religious symbols of Spanish
colonization and Mexican art history.

Jose Antonio Aguirre

www.joseantonioaguirre.com




Steven Appleton’s practice focuses
on creating site-specific artwork
that encourages the viewer to
reevaluate the history and physical
form of the place. Mediums for his
projects range from concrete,
metal and found object works to

digital, interactive light projects.

Steven Appleton

www.stevenappleton.com
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Judy Baca

www.judybaca.com

Judy Bacaisaninterdisciplinary artist
and scholar committed to exploring
and memorializing the varied histo-
ries, cultures and landscapes within
communities in large scale public
monuments and murals. She gives
form to monuments that rise up out
of neighborhoods. Together with the
people who livethere, she collaborates
to create sites of public memory.



Ball-Nogues Studio

www.ball-nogues.com

Ball-Nogues Studio is comprised

of artists Benjamin Balland Gaston
Nogues. The studio focuses on inte-
grated designand fabrication practice
operatingin the territory between
architecture, artand industrial design
informed by the exploration of craft.
Their projects address the human
experience by enhancingand celebrat-
ing social interaction through sensation,
spectacleand physical engagement.



Raul Baltazar is a multidisciplinary artist
with roots in the Xicano and Xicanaactivist
community. He uses collage in his murals,
sculpture and performances inan attempt
to construct and deconstruct the rituals,
myths and archetypes of indigenous
cultures. His approach to public practice
facilitates the cross pollination of cultural
and contemporary art production.

Raul Paulino Baltazar

www.raulpaulinobaltazar.com
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Audrey Chan is a socially engaged feminist
artist who develops projects based on issues

of language and political and cultural identities.

Chan’s multidisciplinary practice includes
public performances, text installations, video,
book making, murals and symposiums.

Audrey Chan

www.audreychan.net




Carl Cheng envisions unfamiliar
sites through a visual vocabulary of
physical phenomenawhere natural
elements and climate changes create
dynamic visual changes. This explora-
tion leads to the discovery of multiple
layers of context that he sources for
hisartwork.

CarlCheng

www.johndoecompany.com
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Heidi Duckler

www.heididuckler.org

Heidi Duckler’s collection of site-specific dance
projects crafts movingand meaningful creative expe-
riencesin places ranging from parks to office buildings.
Duckler promotes the idea of accessibility to public
spaces through dance and provides multiple access
points to performance where individuals are active,
engaged participants rather than passive spectators.

23
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To Chatsworth &

Rustoé

Sam Erenbergdistills information

by exploringthe history, future and
technical characteristics of architec-
tural space. Theseideas coalesceinan
intuitive fashion through the tactile
and colorful work he creates in his
multidisciplinaryart practice exploring
performance art, filmmaking, painting,
videoand bookmaking.

Sam Erenberg

www.samerenberg.com
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Gerardo Hacer

www.g-h-studio.com

Gerardo Hacer creates bold sculpture
using innovative methods to techni-
callyachieve the appearance of folded
origamiin metal. Like the dynamic,
formative process hidden by his
seemingly simple designs, the goal of
each sculptureis to elicitaresponse
about the viewer’s relationship to
their formative process: childhood.
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Anne Marie Karlsen employs themes
ofironyand humor in her work.
Cultural oddities are juxtaposed
with factual evidence. Originally
appearingabstract and graphic from
adistance, upon closer examination
work reveals readable, recognizable
imagery with form,symmetryand
interrelated connectivity.

32

Anne Marie Karlsen

www.annemariekarlsen.com
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Kipp Kobayashi’s work explores how
human dynamics merge with the
physical characteristics of a specific
environment, transforming them into
living entities composed of thoughts,
actions and experiences. He aims to
showcase the unexpected, hoping that
by revealing those elements, one will
forever see and use a particular place
orthinginanewand different way.

34

Kipp Kobayashi

www.kippkobayashi.com




Karen Mack founded the LA Commons
organization to engage communities
inartisticand cultural expressionin
tellingtheir unique storiesand to serve
asabasis for dialogue andinteraction.
Programsare grounded in the philoso-
phythat cultureis avaluable commu-
nity resource andthat art s a powerful
toolfor creating change.

LA Commons

www.lacommons.org

35



36



37



38

Rebecca Lowry works in mediums that
consist of systems of communications.
These systems often involve text,
music notationand maps paired with
physical mediums that use specific
actions to create juxtapositionsand
generate relationships. She creates ob-
ject-based poems with poetic devices
suchas form, structure and allusion.

Rebecca Lowry

www.studiolowry.info
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Mallinson/Jehle

www.constancemallison.net
www.billjehle.com

Mallinson/Jehle is comprised of
artists Constance Mallinson and Bill
Jehle. They play with ambiguities in
shape, space, pigment and texture to

create abstracted interwoven photo
collages of photo-realistic paintings,
panoramic landscapes and details
from the natural environment.




Elana Mann

www.elanamann.com

Elana Mann makes visible the ephem-
eralandimmaterial power of sound
and listening through her installations.
She believes theact of listeningisa
physical experience that can move
people emotionally, help form deep
interpersonal connectionsand bean

agent of social change.
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Yunhee Min explores spatiality from
the ephemeral space of painting

to dynamic physical spaces of built
environments, revealing potential
for silent but powerful experiences
in both. She uses fabricand color as

avisceral vocabulary for expression.

Yunhee Min

www.yunheemin.com
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MobileMuralLab is comprised of David
Russelland Roberto Del Hoyo and their
mobile art studio,aformer search and
rescue vehicle converted for com-
munity based art production. They

are dedicated to mural education and
production through interactive mural
painting programs, workshops and
events usingartistic process to foster
aspace for conversation.
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MobileMuralLab

www.mobilemurallab.com
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Poetic Kinetics was founded by
artist Patrick Shearnand focuses on
nature, scienceanddiscoveryto create
interactive and experiential kinetic
sculpture. The teamisa collaboration
of skilled artists in diverse realms
seeking new creative expressions
through scientific principles and pro-
cessestoinspire, mystify and educate
people about sustainability.

Poetic Kinetics

www.poetickinetics.com




Faith Purveyis drawn to human practice,
connectedness and etherealimagery.
Her projects addressissues of habitation,
urban infrastructure, transience and
nature, often employing collaborative
sculpture-building processes with youth,
civicand community leadersand artists.

Faith Purvey

www.somewhere-land.com
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Tamarind Rossetti

www.tamarindrossetti.com

Tamarind Rossetti’s practice explores
aspects of communication, location
and language using a range of mediums
including painting, video and digital.
Her methods respond to the fluidity

of internaland external experiences,

as well as perceptual and digital inter-
actions with nature.







May Sun’s publicart practice draws
inspiration from the hidden narratives
of the landscape, the aspirations

of the users of the space and the
surrounding natural and built envi-
ronment which inform her choice

of materials.

May Sun

www.maysunstudio.com
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Jane Tsong

www.myriadsmallthings.org

Jane Tsongapproaches public spacein her practice
through her educational background in the science of
human behavior, microclimates, ecology, hydrology,
infrastructure and urban planning. Tsong believes
that community dialogueis the richest resource inthe
creationand development of a project.
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Mark Dean Vecais inspired by popular culture,
the baroque and the collision of the two. He
uses additional forms and materials related
toarchitectural, environmental and decorative
arts such as furniture, lightingand wallpaper
to create large scale mural installations.

Mark Dean Veca

www.markdeanveca.com
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Rosten Woo creates representations
of the world thatare often abstract but
grounded in research, photography,
oral history and quantitative data.

His work is characterized by an open,
friendly and bright graphic quality that
engages the viewer inadeeper look at
alarge system through materiality of
books, posters, maps, events, interac-
tive design for screens and installations.

Rosten Woo

www.wehavenoart.net



Jody Zellen uses text as visual vocabulary
to address themes related to architecture
and urban life, involving the integration
of historical and contemporary imagery.
Her workalso includes interactive instal-
lations and applications for hand held
electronic devices.
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Jody Zellen

www.jodyzellen.com
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ABOUT THE
CIVIC ART PROGRAM

In 2004, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors adopted the
County’s first Civic Art Policy, which allocates one percent of design
and construction costs of new County capital projects to a Civic Art
Special Fund.

The Los Angeles County Arts Commission Civic Art Program provides
leadership in the development of high quality civic spaces by integrating
artists into the planning and design process at the earliest possible
opportunity,encouraginginnovative approachesto civicartand provid-
ing access to artistic experiences of the highest caliber for the residents
of Los Angeles County. Working with leading artists, emerging public
artists, County departments and communities, the Civic Art program
createsartwork,design, publicengagementactivities, exhibitions, tempo-
rary art and event based programming for new and renovated facilities
throughout Los Angeles County. The program has commissioned work
for capital projects for public libraries, parks, pools, community centers,
jailsand health centers.

Los Angeles County is the largest municipal jurisdiction in the United
States servinga population of over ten million people. The County covers
more than 4,000 square miles ranging from mountains to beaches and
encompasses 88 cities and 137 unincorporated areas. In response to a
complex governing structure, large geographic area, diverse popula-
tions served and the changing nature of the public art field, the Civic Art
Program is developing new approaches to public engagement, project
scopingand management and collections care.

Learn more at lacountyarts.org/TheList.



Los
Angeles

County

Arts

Commission CIVIC ART PROGRAM






